THE  ESSENCE OF  LITERATURE         129

boundaries of art j they are part of what may be called the pro-
fessional deformation, or the professional license, or the profes-
sional danger, of the artistic life.

Pleasure often connotes frivolousness. But the pleasure
sought by art need not be frivolous: it is the reaffirmation, the
quickened sense, of life. Art in this respect is akin to sport,
worldly ambition, love, and religion, which all enhance our
consciousness. It is neither the lowest, nor the highest; it is
the most direct method of securing that deepening, that in-
tensification, of experience. In other material or spiritual activ-
ities, "the quickened sense of life" is only a by-product: but
"Art comes to you proposing frankly to give nothing but the
highest quality to your moments as they pass." Not, however,
for the sake of the fleeting moment: it is life as a whole that
should be made a work of art.